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Enhance ecosystem-based 
management & marine spatial 
planning in MBNMS by 
applying the best available 
science and integrating and 
coordinating with partner 
agencies



Current MBNMS 
seascape



• Maintain/restore marine ecosystem health and 
function; 

• Ensure protection of unique and rare features; 

• Facilitate research to differentiate between natural 
variation versus human impacts; 

• Facilitate ecologically and economically sustainable 
uses, including fisheries. 
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• October 26th, National Marine Fisheries Service Santa Cruz 
Lab

• Participants: Expert scientists with experience in MBNMS. 
Collaborative partners (e.g. fishermen).  EBM 
Subcommittee. 

• Open to the public
• Solicited input from EBM Subcommittee for attendees. 

Workshop Objective

To review existing spatial management, determine how it affects marine science, and discuss 
what kinds of strategies, if any, could facilitate science that supports ecosystem-based 

management of MBNMS
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• Sustainable fishing projects
• Essential Fish Habitat
• MSA/NMSA
• ITQ Ground fish project 
• Sustainable seafood market 
• Coastal & Marine Spatial 

Planning
• Ecosystem Fishery Management 

Plan



•Consistent with EBM 
Initiative



Through collaborative participatory process:
• A comprehensive spatial, integrated EBM plan for MBNMS 

that optimizes resource protection with sustainable uses 
• This plan will be developed by considering other agency 

policy decisions (i.e. EFH Review, Ecosystem FMP)
• Modifications in spatial & non-spatial management may be 

proposed
• Modifications in management may be achieved thru 

regulatory & non-regulatory means



Enhanced 
Ecosystem Health
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