
Conservation Working Group 
(CWG) 

Proposed 2015 Work Plan 
 

Presented to MBNMS SAC by CWG Chair Geoff Shester 
February 20, 2015 



Recent CWG Activities 

• Resolution Supporting Plastic Bag Bans (2011) 
 

• Forage Fish White Paper and Resolution (2012) 
 

• Identification of Sanctuary Ecologically Significant 
Areas and Essential Fish Habitat Proposal (2013) 
 

• Leatherback Sea Turtle Conservation Summit (2013) 
 

• Acoustic Impacts Presentations (2014) 
 



Proposed CWG 2015 Focus Areas 

Leatherback Sea Turtle 
Conservation 

 

 

Whale Entanglements 

 

 

Acoustic Impacts to 
Marine Life 



 



Western Pacific Leatherback Range and Migrations 

Summer nesters 
Winter nesters 
CA foragers 

(Benson et al. 2011) 



5.9% annual decline 

Tapilatu et al. 2013 



 



Leatherback Educational Exchanges 

Save Our Shores Classroom of the Year 
Mt. Madonna 5th graders in 2014 

Students in Warmandi, Indonesia 



Proposed CWG 2015 Activities  
Leatherback Sea Turtles 

• Pursue collaborations with Indonesia, California, and 
NOAA through existing international agreements 

 
• Organize Leatherback Day 2015 Event 

 
• Produce 10-minute video on Leatherback Summit with 

Your Sanctuary TV 
 

• Life-size leatherback sculpture 
 

• Continued educational exchanges between local 
schools and Indonesian schools 
 



Whale Entanglements 

 



Humpback Whale Population Growth 

 

Humpback Whale, CA/OR/WA Stock Trends, NOAA Marine Mammal Stock 
Assessment Report, Revised 6.4.2014 



Existing Data:  
U.S. West Coast 

• From 2000-2012, average 
of 10 entanglements 
observed and reported per 
year on U.S. west coast 
 

• “An average of 103 whale 
entanglements per year 
may be occurring”  
 
– Saez et al. 2013 

 



Saez et al. 2013 NOAA-TM-NMFS-SWR-044  

Multi-year average density map 

MBNMS is a hotspot of humpback 
whale density and entanglement risk 



Entanglement Prevention 

• Derelict Gear Removal 

 

 

 

 

• Identify high-risk areas 

 

• Gear modifications  

 

 

 

 

• Gear type marking 

 

Fixed gear modifications in the ALWTRP: 
weak links and modified anchors 

From NMFS U.S. west coast large whale entanglement information sharing workshop report 2013  



Entanglement Response 

• Whale Entanglement 
Team 

– History of CWG 
involvement 

– Resource needs 

• Existing MBNMS 
Activities 

• Outreach (877-SOS-
WHALE) 

 

 



Proposed CWG 2015 Activities 
Whale Entanglements 

 Support Whale Entanglement Team and existing 
MBNMS efforts 
 

 Compile existing data/information on 
entanglements in the MBNMS in a report to the 
SAC 
 

 Develop recommendations to SAC for potential 
MBNMS future efforts on entanglement 
prevention and response 
 

 Outreach to public & fishermen 
 
 



Acoustic Impacts 
• Acoustic impacts are 

now a major 
national issue 

 

• MBNMS at forefront 
of research on 
healthy soundscape 

 

• Expert presentations 
to SAC in 2014 

 

Acoustic sources and impacts on marine life 
(IAN :Integration & Application Network—University of Maryland) 



 



Proposed CWG 2015 Activities 
Acoustic Impacts 

• Focus area for 
Management Plan Update 
as per Oct 2014 SAC 
motion   

 

• Monitor and provide 
national policy updates 
on acoustic issues 



Draft CWG 2015 Work Plan 
Topic Proposed CWG Activities 

Leatherback Sea 
Turtle 

Conservation 

 Compile list of ongoing Leatherback conservation activities at nesting beaches 
 Participate in Working Group with NMFS to identify Indonesia collaborators 

and integrate Leatherback Summit concepts under the existing 2010 Science 
& Technology Agreement (Indonesia/US) 

 Organize/fundraise for 2015 Leatherback Day event (October)  
 Continue CWG/SEP collaboration on education/outreach (i.e., turtle camp) 
 Explore potential to partner with Your Sanctuary TV on a 10-minute video on 

Leatherback Summit 
 Develop concept for life-size Leatherback sculpture 

Whale 
Entanglement 

 Support for Whale Entanglement Team funding, resources, and equipment 
and existing MBNMS efforts 

 Outreach to public & fishermen 
 Compile existing data/information on entanglements in the MBNMS in a 

report to the SAC 
 Develop recommendations to SAC for potential MBNMS future efforts on 

entanglement prevention and response 

Acoustics/Noise 

 Monitor for research and national policy updates  
 Conduct additional work as needed or requested by the SAC 
 Plan for CWG participation acoustic issues in the upcoming management plan 

update 


