
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
& Coastal Discovery Center  

Update - 2018



Overview
*Sense of place

*CDC programs

*Partnerships

*Operations
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Our Living Marine Resources

BLM/Piedras Blancas
Light Station

BLM/CA Coastal 
National Monument





Hearst
Day use

State 
Parks

State Parks

Hearst

SLO County

CA State waters (to 3 mi)

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

Coastal 
Discovery 
CenterKayak

tours

Hearst 
CastleBLM

PBLS





Marine Mammals: 36 sp
Seabirds/shorebirds: 180+ sp
Fish: 525 species
Turtles: 4 species
Invertebrates: 31 phyla
Marine algae: 450 species

Our Living Marine Resources



Our Living Marine Resources



The interface of land and sea is unique, drawing people for its rich bounty, 
economic opportunity, recreation and inspiration. Protection of these special 

places preserves them for use and enjoyment for generations to come.



Coastal Discovery Center Services

Education and Outreach
•School groups 
•Public programs 
•Center interactive exhibits 
•Docent training/enrichments
•Jr Ranger Guide program 
•Interpretive signage (20)
•Outside ocean mural, shore whaling 
•Updated information kiosks
•Resource for species ID
•Host visitors and VIPs

Citizen Science Monitoring
•CDHS Harmful Algal Bloom 
•Beach COMBERS
•LiMPETS Rocky Intertidal
•Water quality – Snapshot Day 
•Beach Clean-ups



Coastal Discovery Center Services

Park Safety/ Enhancement
•Liaison for agencies and NGOs
•Address visitor concerns and emergencies
•Alert CSP to potential public hazards
•School program beach cleanups
•CSP Foundation Earth Day project
•Native gardens and back education area
•Post CDHS and NOAA signs 

Wildlife Protection
•Assist the Marine Mammal Center
•Assist Pacific Wildlife Care 
•Field  MBNMS regulatory questions
•Assist researchers



Coastal Discovery Center Exhibits

• Agency partnership
• Watersheds/steelhead
• Plankton 
• Ocean exploration
• Wildlife viewing
• History of SS Bay



Coastal Discovery Center Exhibits
Shore whaling



Coastal Discovery Center
Education Programs

Guided: 
Schools and special groups

• Watersheds
• Pier oceanography
• Plankton monitoring
• Marine mammals
• Whales/ shore whaling
• Tidepool communities
• Beach exploration
• Marine debris
• LIMPETS
• History of SS Bay

Discovery Saturdays
• Similar to above

Self-guided: 
• Junior Ranger Adventure Guide
• Litter Getter
• Binocular check-out



Docents

• Ambassadors to CSP and MBNMS
• Educate over 16,000 visitors/yr
• Teach school students 
• Outreach, Ocean Fair
• Citizen scientists



Schools

600-1,000 students/yr

10,000 students to date



Schools

Leffingwell High School
9 years and counting…



Schools
(quotes from Leffingwell HS)

“Opportunities like the  marine biology class is what opened my eyes to see the community 
around me.” Kelly Wolf, Valedictorian

"I loved the Marine Biology program. It was better to have the hands-on experience than 
reading about it in a textbook in class. I felt I learned more by being taught outside near the ocean 
and seeing/doing it myself. Each activity was always fun." - Faith Romero

"Being able to learn other than in a classroom, and having the opportunity to be outside being taught 
nature with what's actually in front of my eyes, was a very exciting experience. I would want to take this 
class again." Alex Campos

"This program was great because it was more than just marine biology. It gave me insight into history, 
chemistry, and biology." - Daniel Wedel

“Local kids that live in San Simeon never went to the beach until they took this class, let alone be in 
the water kayaking. They would not take the initiative were it not for this class.”  Nina Margo, Instructional Aide

“These kids work in town and are now interpreters for their local beaches and ocean, They have even 
volunteered as Elephant seal ambassadors.”  Grant Phillips

“This is the type of program we would like to see more of. It is one of the most popular programs in LHS, and
we can see why. Please keep it going. “ Western Association of Schools and Colleges for California  



Vision: 
Every Child Deserves a Place to Grow

NOAA BW ET
Since, 2014, OCE has received funding through the NOAA BWET (Bay 

Watershed Education and Training) Program to provide a 10 session 
intensive watershed education experience for over 2000 students from 
2014 to 2017 in Paso Robles, Arroyo Grande, Nipomo and Oceano. The 

program responds to local water issues including drought and groundwater 

overdraft.

NOAA Marine Debris Program 
In 2016, OCE was awarded a Marine Debris Program grant to work with 17 
schools in Atascadero and Paso Robles school districts. Each school 

participated in a multi-part education program, including a waste audit, 

school assemblies, special presentations to lead classrooms, teacher 

trainings, field trips to the ocean, and the setup and operation of a zero 

waste program to reduce marine debris.



Schools
UC CA Naturalist Program

http://coastalinstitute.org/calnat/



Outreach



Outreach
Earth Day w/ Greenspace

Earth Day at Greenspace 400-500 visitors



BLM – Natl  Conservation lands 15th Anniversary.

Cal Poly open houseCambria Middle School at Santa Cruz Isl

Mermaid month –Cayucos Library





Outreach
Ocean Fair (Aug 25th)



Citizen Science





Docent Field Trips
SeaLife Stewards, Morro Bay
Visits Team Ocean and SEC



Docent Field Trips



Partners 
in coastal and marine conservation

*Bruce Gibson’s office * CA State Parks and Recreation * State Water Resources Control 
Board * California Department of Fish & Game * National Marine Fisheries Service * U.S. 
Geological Survey * U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service *CA Dept of Fish and Wildlife 
*BLM/PBLS *CA Coastal National Monument * California Coastal Commission * OSPR  * 
Morro Bay NEP

* California State University, Santa Barbara * Cal Poly *UC  System  * Camp  Ocean Pines * 
Camp Keep *One Cool Earth *Central Coast Aquarium * Cambria Education Foundation * 
Cuesta College * Leffingwell HS * Coast HS *Cambria Middle School *Cayucos Public 
Library * Paso Robles Public Library

* Marine Mammal Center * Pacific Wildlife Care  * Friends of the Elephant Seal * SLO 
County Partners for Water Quality  * Coastal Salmon Enhancement  * Seabird Protection 
Network * Friends of Fiscalini Ranch Reserve * Seaforyourself Kayaks *Sea Otter Savvy
*Greenspace 

* CA Marine Sanctuary Foundation * Friends of Hearst Castle * San Simeon Tourism 
Association * County Business Improvement District (SLO County) * Cambria Tourism Board 
* Hearst Theater * The Cambrian/SLO Tribune *Sebastians *Hearst Winery *Hearst Corp.



Whale Trail Signage
Donna Sandstrom w/ MBNMS, CSP, CBID, SSTA



Partners
Tourism







Ocean Stewardship



Local Ocean Heroes



Local Ocean Heroes



CDC Infographic 2006-2018
Coastal Discovery Center 2006-2018

montereybay.noaa.gov
*The	value	of	a	volunteer	hour	in	2018	as	determined	by	the	Independent	Sector.



Questions?


