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“With 32 miles of coastline along the 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, 
Santa Cruz County has a special 
responsibility to care for one of the 
world’s most unique and precious 
resources, and the County has been a 
national leader in reducing plastic 
pollution and protecting the 
environment.” 

“On this World Oceans Day, Santa Cruz 
County asks all residents to be thoughtful 
about purchases, reduce the use of plastic 
wherever possible, recycle carefully and 
be sure never to leave litter that can 
pollute our precious and unique 
environment.” 



• 2008 Styrofoam banned 
in food service

• 2012 retail sales of 
Styrofoam outlawed



• 2012 Plastic 
bags banned



Rules for Food Service Businesses
• Recycling and Food Waste Bins Available?
• Requirements for compostable food ware?
• Polystyrene foam?
• Plant-based plastics?
• Compostable can liners?

• 2017 All Food Service Ware Must 
be Recyclable or Compostable

• No polystyrene lids
• No plastic straws, stir sticks or utensils
• No plastic-lined cups



Santa Cruz County 
environmental laws 
have been duplicated 
more than 100 times, 
locally, across 
California and 
beyond.



National chains from Jamba 
Juice and Coldstone Creamery 
to Best Buy have changed 
their national policies because 
of Santa Cruz County 
ordinances.  Starbucks just 
announced that they are 
rolling out changes mandated 
by Santa Cruz County to more 
than 28,000 stores worldwide.



More to Do:
• Personal care products
• Plastic water bottles
• Plastic swabs
• K-pods
• Plastic microfibers
• Extended producer 

responsibility?
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