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America's greatest museum as a seafaring nation lies on the bottom of the sea and lakes 
in national marine sanctuaries and marine national monuments

NOAA preservation mandate is to inventory and protect heritage 
resources for the benefit of the public. 
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Recognizing Citizen Stewards

Hi Mr. Schwemmer
I have known of a section of wood hull located 1.5 miles north of 
the Piedras Blancas Light Station in San Luis Obispo County (on 
ocean side of Hwy 1) and am interested in what ship it may have 
come from.

Local information indicates Harlech Castle (1869) or Sierra 
Nevada (1869) were wrecked near there, is this reasonable or 
are their other candidates ?

Robert Hartzell
Local Resident  

August 2018



Piedras Blancas Light Station

Arroyo Del Corral Beach

HWY 1 Relocated

Wooden Structure

HWY 1 Original Location



HWY 1



Wooden Structure
Boat Dock?

Pier Structure?
Shipwreck ?



Ship’s Knees 

Iron Fasteners
(Once Secured to the Outer Wooden Vessel Hull) 

Appears to be Douglas Fir - Not Hardwood 



Wooden Ship’s Knee
AKA Hanging Knee



Arroyo Del Corral Beach

Steam Gypsy or Capstan Base

Wooden Base

SAC Training

Citizen Stewards

Brian B. Hatfield: Email forwarded from Carole Adams 2008

Through the years I've noticed a ship's capstan on the beach about a 1 

1/2 km north of the Point (Piedras Blancas). It is usually buried in sand 

and not visible. In winter/spring, enough sand usually gets removed to 

uncover it. I'm guessing it might be from the (shipwreck) Harlech Castle. 



Wooden Structure
Reported 2018

Capstan
Reported 2008



SS Sierra Nevada 1869

Bark Harlech Castle 1869 Wooden Wreckage

Capstan

SS Casco 1913 

Reported Shipwrecks off Point Piedras Blancas 

?

Piedras Blancas Light Station



Harlech Castle Rock



Bob Thomas Underwater Site Map 

Harlech Castle Rock

2010 Iron hull verified



Capstan

Wooden Base

Wooden Knee

Iron Knee

Iron Base

Harlech Castle
Iron Bark



Point Sierra Nevada

Bob Thomas Underwater Site Map 



Frames: White oak, chestnut, locust & 
cedar

Copper (nonferrous) fasteners & 
treenails 



Wooden Knee

6 feet
32 inches



SS Casco at Oakland Wharf
Single Ender Steam Schooner 

San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park

Built 1906 by Kruse & Banks Oakland, Ca

Managing Owner: Swayne & Hoyt

Length: 106.8
Beam: 36.4
Depth of Hold: 12.6

Machinery: Compound Steam Engine 
built by United Engineering Works

Hull Wooden: Yellow Fir (Douglas Fir)
Iron & Copper Fasteners  



San Francisco Maritime National Historical ParkSan Francisco Maritime National Historical Park



San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park

Compound Steam Engine Salvage



Forecastle 

San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park



Shipwreck SS Montebello public lecture in Cambria
(December 2011)

National Register 
of 

Historic Places

Vancouver Maritime Museum

In 2016, we commemorated the 75th anniversary of the sinking of the 
Montebello, with a listing on the  National Register of Historic Places



Cambria Historical Museum

Survivor Dick Quincy 

Tom Gould Painting 2017



Stern light



6.1 NM 
Sea Chest Oyster Bar & Seafood 

Restaurant



Survivor’s Beach Landing

Survivors From The Fourth
Lifeboat Were Rescued At 
Sibley Ranch Near Cambria

“Somewhere on Coast of Calif.
daring, perilous rescue of Capt. 
Olof W. Eckstrom, clinging 
desperately to a rope at extreme 
right. The skipper was last to be 
snatched from boiling surf….”

Robert Schwemmer Maritime Library 

The Cambrian 

?



Channels Islands National Marine Sanctuary and U.S. Coast Guard
NOAA R/V Shearwater ROV Training Mission

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter McCulloch
Shipwreck Discovery

Partners
NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries Maritime Heritage Program

NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries West Coast Region
US Coast Guard District 11 – Dive Lockers Alameda & San Diego 

Channel Islands National Park
VideoRay



U.S. Revenue Service  1897-1915 U.S. Coast Guard  1915-1917 

U. S. Revenue Cutter McCulloch

Built: 1897 by William Cramp & Sons
Philadelphia, PA

Largest Revenue Cutter built at the time

Cost: $214,564     Hull: Composite

Length: 219’   Beam: 33.4’   Draft: 14’

Built for Bearing Sea Patrol, ultimately to 
replace the Revenue Service Cutter Bear

The stem, stern frame, rudder and propeller 
blades are of manganese bronze. The entire 
stem post is made in one piece, and is the 
largest single casting of manganese bronze 
ever made in the U.S. up to 1897, its total 
weight being 14,000 pounds. 



USRCS Cutter McCulloch was on a 23,000 mile round-the-world shakedown cruise to San Francisco 
as tensions between the United States and Spain were on the rise. When it arrived in Singapore 
the vessel was ordered to join the Asiatic Squadron under Commodore George Dewey. 

Philadelphia

Singapore

Suez Canal
Indian Ocean

U.S. RCS Cutter McCulloch was the first revenue cutter in history 
to pass through the Suez Canal and Indian Ocean

January 8, 1898



Chief Engineer Frank B. Randall
USRSC Cutter McCulloch Only U.S. fatality at the Battle of Manila Bay



Battle of Manila Bay
All 10 Spanish ships were burnt 
or sunk and 381 Spaniards were 
killed or wounded 



“It was the McCULLOCH that carried to Hong Kong the 
dispatches announcing to the Government and the world 
that the glorious and signal victory. Admiral Dewey has 
officially commended the commander of the McCULLOCH 
for the value and efficiency of his command…”

Rear-Admiral George Dewey
Command U.S. Naval Force on Asiatic Station 

“I take pleasure in bringing to the attention of the 
Department [Secretary of the Navy] the zeal and efficiency 
of Capt. Daniel B. Hodgsdon, R. C. S., commanding the 
McCulloch, while serving in the squadron under my 
command. 

The McCulloch steamed from Hongkong to Manila Bay in the 
squadron formation and ran the batteries at the entrance 
with the squadron, and while not placed in the line of battle 
at the battle of Manila Bay, was kept near by and in 
readiness to assist any vessel that might be disabled….”

Rear-Admiral George Dewey
Command U.S. Naval Force on Asiatic Station 

640 miles



Cape Blanco, Oregon

Mexican Border

USRSC Cutter McCulloch operated on patrols out of San Francisco, cruising from the Mexican 
border to Cape Blanco, Oregon 

USRCS Cutter McCulloch
Duty Station 

Sausalito, San Francisco Bay



Japanese schooners Nitto Maur and Kaiwo Tokiyo poaching at the Pribilof 
Islands. McCulloch took on 63 Japanese prisoners. 

McCulloch

USRSC Cutter McCulloch was designated 
August 9, 1900 to enforce fur seal 
regulations, it operated in the vicinity of 
the Pribilof Islands, Alaska until 1912

Served as a floating courtroom in 
collaboration with U.S. Justice 
Department

Alaska

Pribilof 
Islands



McCulloch

The battering of wreckage and the loose lumber cargo, as 
well as the choking effect of the ship's diesel fuel on the 
water took a deadly toll

A number persons were saved when the U.S. Revenue 
McCulloch's crew plucked 23 passengers and crew them 
from the water 

Others washed alive to the beach after several hours in the 
water, buoyed by floating wreckage

SS Hanalei 
1914

Duxbury Reef, North of San Francisco
Onboard 66  Fatalities 23



13 June 1917



15-inch Torpedo Tube
Bow



Gun and Sponson 
Starboard Bow



Helm or Steering Station Flying Bridge



Helm or Steering Station Flying Bridge








